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   The one-week-long snowy winter in Vantaa this year: The pictures taken from our kitchen window (left) November 9, and (right) November 19, 2016 
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   Vantaa, Finland 19.12.2016 

 

 

Dear friends, Warm greetings from Kaivoksela, Western Vantaa, near Helsinki. 

We have lived a very different year, the second year of our retirement.  

 

Home renovated We are living in a small block of flats, in our own apartment in the 1st floor. 

The whole house went through a process of water-pipe renovation, starting soon after 

Easter, 2016. We fled the noisy working area to our near-by allotment garden cottage 

in the beginning of May and spent the whole summer living there. Our cottage has all 

together 25 square meters (including sauna), but it is enough if we live in peace.  

 

After the water-pipe renovation (ordered by the house administration) we then got 

started our own apartment renovation, which took place in September. Our house was 

built in 1965, and this was the first major renovation done ever. Practically everything 

was done anew, including the kitchen, toilet-bathroom and all the wardrobes. Our son 

Jouni planned the electric systems, which were then renovated alongside everything 

else. – We moved back to the new-old home in the beginning of October. 

 

Congregation Anna-Kaarina was elected two years ago as a member of the Congregational Council  

of our local Lutheran Vantaankoski Congregation (27.000 members). As well she is a 

member of Vantaa Parish Administrative Committee; the parish consists of seven lo-

cal congregations, having all together some 132.000 members. – Those committee du-

ties have brought quite many meetings for Anna-Kaarina. - I have been an ordinary 

Church member having very little responsibilities.  

 

A year ago, in October-November 2015, we served as retired volunteers in Nepal  

supporting the “Nepal Family Ministry Project 2015-2019”. Since then we haven’t  

had any overseas travels. 

 

Funeral In the beginning of December we travelled to Lappeenranta for Anna-Kaarina’s step- 

mother’s funeral. Our son Lauri, the missionary pastor to Japan, travelled also to the 

funeral. Jouni (an Electrical Engineer in Kuopio) with his wife and 3 daughters par-

ticipated, too, but our daughter Outi (the Psychiatric Nurse in Espoo) and Sauli’s fami-

ly (the Paediatrician in Tampere) couldn’t come.  

 

Happy in new home We have had many visitors in our new home here. The missionaries (of various  

mission organizations) living in the area gathered to bless the new home. Then the 

Ethiopia missionaries living in Helsinki surroundings gathered similarly. We have also 

been privileged to have ALL our four children visiting here in these months. 

 

Surely it was quite a tiresome process to empty almost totally the home, and then carry 

everything back again. Happily enough we have a garage just below us where it was 

possible to store the belongings. This was also a good chance to go through all the 

goods including the books and decrease the multitude of unnecessary things. 

  

Ethiopian congregation At the 3rd Advent the Ethiopian Evangelical Church in Finland (EECF) had invited the  

Missionaries who have served in Ethiopia wanting to thank and bless us for the service 

done for Ethiopia. We were some 20 missionaries there experiencing a very touching 

Sunday Service, followed a full Ethiopian meal with injera and various types of wott. 

 

We wish you a joyful Christmas time of 2016, and a very blessed New Year 2017. 

Thank you for the friendship – let’s keep in touch! 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Anna-Kaarina and Matti, the “Palmus of Ethiopia” 


