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Amaryllis (Amaryllis belladonna) in our home at Vantaa 

  

******************************************************************************* 
 

 

We wish you a blessed time of Christmas and New Year of 2021! 

With warm greetings the Palmus of Ethiopia, Anna-Kaarina and Matti  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sr Anna-Kaarina and Kes Matti in Finland at the time of the Ethiopian Christmas in the beginning of 2020 
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  Vantaa, Finland, December 21, 2020 

 

Dear friends, Warm greetings from the South of Finland. Again, this year we are missing snow, 

at least now some days before Christmas. 

 

No travels 2020 A quite different year is coming to an end. This year we had plans for travels abroad.  

In Spring we had planned to spend a month with our son Lauri’s (Fasika) family in 

Japan. Since the Finnair cancelled all the flights there in Spring we changed the tick-

ets for October. Again, the flights were cancelled, and we got our money back.  

Next year Lauri’s family is, God willing, returning to Finland in July. Therefore, our 

travel plans to Japan are now on hold, at least for several years. 

 

In September we had planned (and paid) a bus trip to Oberammergau, Germany. 

The Passion Play has been performed there every 10th year since 1634. The Passion 

Play 2020 had to be postponed for two years (to 2022) due to the corona-pandemic.  

 

We were also hoping to travel once more to Ethiopia at the end of 2020 or in the be-

ginning of 2021. Now it seems to be very uncertain whether there would be any 

chance for tourists to travel within next few months – the 3rd disappointment. 

 

Cycling The pandemic-situation has been better in Finland compared with many other EU  

countries. But even here the government has very strongly suggested to reduce any  

non-compulsory travels even in country. So, we have travelled truly little. But there 

have been no restrictions for individual outdoor activities here. Even the government 

has encouraged especially elderly people (like us, 70+) to take care of their physical 

health by moving in the nature. Therefore, we have moved: Anna-Kaarina has been 

regularly water-running (in the swimming hall – which sadly enough have at the mo-

ment been closed in Helsinki area). She has also cycled some 730 km since January.  

 

Matti has cycled this year more than ever with his 58 years old bicycle. He bought his 

(first and only bicycle) when he was a schoolboy of 13 years. This year Matti started 

the cycling season January the 1st, as there was no snow during the entire winter here 

in the south. Since the last days of April Matti has cycled every day, by now counting 

the whole year some 6.800 kilometres (4.400 km. during the previous year).  

 

Summer Cottage Since 2009 we have had a small (25 m²) Allotment Garden Cottage nearby, some  

2 km from our home. We spent the summer (June-July-August) there. In summer 

months the pandemic regulations were a bit lighter. Therefore, our sons Jouni 

(Senbetu) and Sauli (Tamiru) with their families were able to visit us at the cottage 

(mainly outdoors). Matti’s Tandem-bike rides with grandchildren were this year much 

fewer than earlier, but still happened sometimes during this past summer.  

 

Congregation Our Local Church Vantaa-Myyrmäki (part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of  

Finland), following the governmental restrictions, went for streamed Sunday Services 

in internet from Mid-March. The Churches were again opened for attending partici-

pants in the beginning of June – with limited number of participants. In our Church 

building the maximum allowed was 70 people, sitting apart from each other. Then in 

autumn the restrictions got tighter again. For some Sundays, the allowed number was 

10 (!) and now at least until 10th of January ALL public gatherings are prohibited. 

Therefore, all the accustomed Advent and Christmas programmes in the Churches in 

and around Helsinki are online only. - The streaming has continued since March. 

 

All those restrictions have caused a tremendous financial challenge for e.g. Mission 

organizations as the offerings have not taken place. Out of the Finnish missions our 

previous employer (Felm) has been hit the worst. Therefore, the Felm has laid off the 

whole personnel for a month. And even more, at the end of the year the Felm is termi-

nating the contracts of more than 20 employees, including several missionaries serving 

presently abroad. The smaller missions here are surviving better as they are mainly 

depending on private offerings, not so much on the subsidies of the Church of Finland.  



This year again the two of us were invited to lead a Christmas Carols programme in 

our Local Church. This would have been the 4th time for us to do it. Between the car-

ols we were preparing to present shortly about the mission work of our congregation:  

14 missionaries in various countries: Angola, Ethiopia, Far-East, Greece, Hongkong, 

Nepal and Russia. Our congregation is also supporting various mission activities or 

projects in China, Israel, India, Iraq, and Nepal. BUT, as all the gatherings now are 

prohibited, this programme was cancelled, amongst many others. 
 

Meeting missionaries We have two kinds of monthly meetings of missionaries here. Every first Thursday of  

a month (this year except March-May) the Ethiopia-missionaries gather in an Ethio-

pian Restaurant for a meal in Helsinki city centre. The other monthly one is the gather-

ing of the any-country-missionaries living within our local congregation area here in 

Western Vantaa. The latter group gathered in our home last September; otherwise, we 

have gathered online since March. 
 

Family Ministry Books With the gifts we got last year for our “140 years celebrations” the Family Ministry  

programme of Cambodia was able to print the third print (2.000 copies) of our book 

(Learning Together How to Strengthen the Family - A Participant’s Book for Family 

Ministry) in Khmer language. During this month of December, the Family Ministry 

programme of Nepal is hoping to get a re-print (1.000 copies) of the same book in 

Nepalese. At least one out of our two books for Family Ministry have by now been 

printed in 10 different languages, total printed 31.300 copies. 
 

Family This year we are not getting any family members for a visit during Christmas. Our  

youngest child, the Paediatrician, Sauli (Tamiru) with his family (2 sons) is living in 

Tampere, some 170 km northwest from here. The 2nd youngest, the Electrical Engi-

neer, is Jouni (Senbetu). His family (3 daughters) is living in Kuopio, some 400 km 

north from here. Lauri (Fasika), the Pastor, has been serving with his family in Japan 

since 2005. There we have 3 grandchildren, a boy and 2 girls. Our firstborn is Outi, 

the Psychiatric nurse. She is living in Espoo, near Helsinki. – This year we have been 

able to meet ALL our children (except the Japan-one). 
 

We wish you a joyful Christmas season of 2020 and a very blessed New Year 2021. 

Thank you for the friendship – let us keep in touch! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Anna-Kaarina and Matti, the “Palmus of Ethiopia” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[The programme for elderly in our Local Church at Vantaa-Myyrmäki in November 2020.  

Anna-Kaarina is presenting about the Family Ministry activities in different countries] 
 

 


