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Euphorbia pulcherrima (in Finnish “Star of Christmas”) in our home at Vantaa 

  

******************************************************************************* 
 

 

We wish you a blessed time of Christmas and New Year of 2022! 

With warm greetings the Palmus of Ethiopia, Anna-Kaarina and Matti  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       Christmas Greetings in about 40 languages spoken by people living in Vantaa, near Helsinki. 
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                                                                                                              Vantaa, Finland, December 21, 2021 

 

Dear friends, Slightly snowy greetings from the South of Finland. Again, this year we have been 

missing snow during this time of Advent. But now the weather forecasts give us hope 

of getting snow during Christmas week. Today we have had -14°C (minus 14 below 

zero) and we may have a couple of centimetres snow before Christmas. In Central  

Finland and especially in the North of Finland (Lapland) they have a “real winter” 

with plenty of snow already since November (and up to -35°C temperatures). 

 

Still very little travels 2021 The year of 2020 was very different, many of our travel plans were cancelled. This  

year 2021 has been a bit better, but still we have travelled quite little, and only in 

country. We had been hoping about visiting (finally) Ethiopia around the New Year 

2021-22, but now the situation there doesn’t allow us to travel. The third year of such 

a disappointment! We still would love to meet our friends and co-workers in Ethiopia, 

and of course to see many places of warm memories there.  

 

Pandemic The pandemic-situation has been better in Finland compared with many other EU  

countries. The situation has changed many times, from bad to better, and then worsen-

ing again. Just in these days our government has tightened the rules once again. People 

are tired of the new worsening news and rules. Some 83% of adults have received the 

2nd vaccine and a growing number (13%) of people, including us, have got the 3rd shot. 

But mainly because of those not at all vaccinated the country is struggling with the 

worsening numbers of infected people.  

 

Cycling  Still now there have been no restrictions for individual outdoor activities here. Even  

the government has encouraged especially elderly people (like us, 70+) to take care of 

their physical health by moving in the nature. Therefore, we have moved: Anna- 

Kaarina has been regularly water-running (in the swimming hall – which sadly 

enough was once again closed in Helsinki area due to the new restrictions. She has 

also cycled, some 300 km this year.  

 

In 2020 Matti made his life record in cycling, 7.000 km within a year. This year 2021 

Matti has cycled (only) some 4.600 kilometres, mainly with his 59 years old bicycle. 

Hoping for next year’s summer Anna-Kaarina got now in autumn an electric bicycle.  

 

Family This year we are meeting two families of our children during the Christmas days. 

Lauri (Fasika), the Pastor, has been serving with his family in Japan 2005-2021.  

They returned to Finland in July (God willing, for two years) and are now living in 

Tikkurila, Vantaa, some 16 km. from us. We’ll go together with them to the Christmas 

Day worship and then spend the rest of the day with that family. 

 

The 2nd Christmas Day we’ll spend together with Lauri’s and Sauli’s (Tamiru)  

families here at our home. Sauli is our youngest child, the Paediatrician. He lives with 

his family (2 sons) in Tampere, some 170 km northwest from here. 

 

Our 2nd youngest, the Electrical Engineer, is Jouni (Senbetu). His family (3 daughters) 

is living in Kuopio, some 400 km north from here. They are not coming to us this 

Christmas time. - Our firstborn is Outi (Osaye), the Psychiatric nurse. She is living in 

Espoo, near Helsinki.  

 

Summer Cottage Since 2009 we have had a small Allotment Garden Cottage nearby, some 2 km from  

our home. We spent again the summer (June-July-August) there. In summer months 

the pandemic regulations were a bit lighter. Therefore, all our sons with their families 

were able to visit us at the cottage (mainly outdoors). Matti’s Tandem-bike rides with 

grandchildren were still favourite for the younger grandchildren. We have all together 

eight grandchildren, ages from 10 to 19 years. 

 

 

 



Congregation Our Local Church Vantaa-Myyrmäki (part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of  

Finland), is gathering for Services in temporary premises. Our main Church building 

has been closed for renovations already for several years. There are major problems 

with moisture and bad indoor air. The renovations may start next year, and the cost 

estimation is something between 15 and 20 million euros! 

 

Since in 2020 and 2021 we’ve had times, when the only choice for Church Services 

was online only. That’s why all the local congregations were kind of forced to learn 

how to get their Sunday Services streamed to the internet. Then, after it became again 

possible to gather face to face in the churches, many local churches have continued the 

streaming on Sundays. This kind of hybrid-system is one of the positive outcomes of 

the covid pandemic. Now people who for any reason are not able to attend the Ser-

vices physically may attend virtually online. During 2020-2021 we have “attended” at 

least 20-30 churches all over the country. 

 

The gathering restrictions have caused a tremendous financial challenge for Mission 

organizations as the offerings have not taken place. In the online Services of course 

there are instructions how give the offering via internet, but there are many members 

who are not able or used to e.g. Mobile Pay or other network banking choices. Out of 

the Finnish missions our previous employer (Felm) has been hit maybe the worst. The 

smaller missions (like FLM and FLOM) have survived better as they are more de-

pending on private offerings, not so much on the subsidies of the Church of Finland.  

 

Meeting missionaries We have two kinds of monthly meetings of missionaries here. Every first Thursday of  

a month the Ethiopia-missionaries gather in an Ethiopian Restaurant for a meal in Hel-

sinki city centre. The other monthly one is the gathering of any-country-missionaries 

living within our local congregation area here in Western Vantaa. The latter group 

gathered in our home last October. 

 
 

We wish you a peaceful Christmas season of 2021 and a really blessed New Year 

2021. Thank you for the friendship – let us keep in touch! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Anna-Kaarina and Matti, the “Palmus of Ethiopia” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  [The Christmas Carrols Programme in November at the Shopping Centre near us.  

  The two pastors in the picture are from two Lutheran Congregations in our area.] 

 


