
 
HANDBOOK FOR FAMILY MINISTRY  LIST OF CONTENTS 
 
 
     
To the Reader ………………………………………………………………….    9 
 
What is Family Ministry?  ..................................................................................  18 
 
Foreword to a Family Ministry Instructor ..........................................................  21 
 
Teaching Instructions for the Facilitator ............................................................  22 
 
  

The Learning Periods: 
 

1. Introduction: Why Is It Important to Learn How to Care for Marriage? .......  24 
 
2. The Foundation of Marriage ..........................................................................  27 
 
3. What Do I Expect of Marriage? .....................................................................  30 
 
4. Why Marriage? ..............................................................................................  33 
 
5. Marriage and the Extended Family ................................................................  35 
 
6. About the Need of Speaking and Listening ...................................................  38 
 
7. Speaking and Listening ..................................................................................  41 
 
8. Decision-Making ............................................................................................  45   
 
9. Constructive Disagreement in Marriage.........................................................  48   
 
10. About Emotions ...........................................................................................  53 
 
11. Daily Life in Marriage; Signs of Love ........................................................  57 
 
12. Woman and Man - Different but Equal .......................................................  60 
 
13. Woman in Marriage; Man in Marriage. ......................................................  62�
 
14. The Obstacles of Marriage: What Are They? .............................................  66 
  
15. What Can We Do About the Obstacles of Marriage? .................................  68
  
16. The Role of Forgiveness in Marriage..........................................................  70 
 
17. Marriage and Harmful Traditions ...............................................................  75
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
18. Domestic Violence....................................................................................... 79      
 
19. Living According to One's Means ............................................................... 83 
 
20. Family Budgeting .........................................................................................  85   
 
21. The Church Worker's Family Life ...............................................................  89   
 
22. The Day of Rest - Strengthening the Family ................................................   92 
 
23. Marriage, Family and Spiritual life ..............................................................   94 
 
24. Children as Gifts of God ..............................................................................   97 
 
25. Child Raising ............................................................................................... 100  
 
26. Family Planning ........................................................................................... 103  
 
27. Youth, Parents and the Marriage Preparations.............................................  105 
 
28. Youth before Marriage................................................................................. 109 
 
29. Traditional, "Modern" and Christian Marriage ...........................................  113 
 
30. Christian Family Life ..................................................................................  115 
 
Bible Studies: 
 
About Bible Studies as Part of Family Life Education ...................................... 119 
 
Advice for the Bible Study Leader .................................................................... 122
  
Read Your Bible Through! ................................................................................ 123 
 
Some Hints for Bible Study Group Members .................................................... 124 
 
Well Known Couples in Biblical History .......................................................... 125 
 
1. The Very First Marriage - Adam and Eve’s Perfect Marriage …...…...…… 126 
 
2. Growing Together - Abraham and Sarah’s Marriage .................................... 130 
 
3. Talkative Wife with Her Silent Husband - Isaac and Rebekah’s Marriage ... 134 
 
4. Health and Prosperity but No Love - Jacob and Leah’s Marriage ................ 138 
 
5. No Children but Love -  Jacob and Rachel’s Marriage ................................. 141 
 
6. Everybody is Somebody! - Manoah and His “Nameless” Wife ................... 145 
 
 



 
7. How Not to Marry -  Samson and the Girl of Timnah ................................... 149 
 
8. Trusting God -  Hannah and Elkanah ............................................................ 153 
 
9. The Necessity of Listening - Nabal and Abigail's Difficult Marriage ........... 157 
 
10. Physical Love Without Shame - Shulammite Maiden and the Shepherd … 160 
 
11. Marriage until Death – Priest Ezekiel and his Wife’s Last Day Together .. 164 
 
12. Forgiveness as a Foundation -  The Marriage of Hosea and Gomer …….... 168 
 
13. Trust in Marriage - Mary and Joseph’s Submission to God and Each Other.171 
 
14. Money, Trust and Spirituality - Ananias' and Sapphira's Falsehood ........... 175 
 
15. Serving Together as a Team -  Priscilla and Aquila..................................... 179
  
 
APPENDICES  
 
1. Bible Verses in Connection to Marriage and Family .................................... 184 
 
2. Teaching on Marriage (Col 3: 18-19) ............................................................ 197 
 
3. Teaching on Marriage (Gal. 6:2) ................................................................... 199 
 
4. Wedding Sermon (Rom. 12:10) ..................................................................... 201 
 
5. Wedding Sermon (Eph. 5:21, 22, 25) ............................................................ 203 
 
6. Wedding Sermon (1Pet. 4:8) ......................................................................... 206 
 
7. About Group Communication ....................................................................... 208 
 
8. Eight Tests of True Love................................................................................ 211 
 
9. The Ten Commandments for a Healthy Christian Marriage ........................ 212 
 
10. Guidelines for Handling Parent and In-Law Conflicts ................................ 216 
 
11. The Christian Understanding of Marriage.................................................... 218 
 
12. Theological Aspects of Sexuality ……………………................................ 220 
 
13. EECMY Principles & Doctrines on STD/HIV/AIDS Control .................... 225 
 
14. Information on HIV-AIDS …………………………………….................. 227 
 
 
 
 
 



 
15. Information on Kinds of Violence ……………...…………........................ 232 
 
16. On the issue of polygamy (EECMY General Assembly resolution) .…….. 233 
 
17. EECMY - FLEP Program Description ...................................................... 234 
 
18. EECMY - FLEP Information Brochure  ................................................... 236 
 
19. "Keep Reading Your Bible Through" Leaflet  .......................................... 238 
 
20. References  ................................................................................................ 240 
 
 
 
(If not otherwise mentioned:) All the drawings made by Ato Assefa Guta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


